
Unused Bibles Needed – Again! A few months ago we asked you 

to donate unused Holy Bibles to be placed in our Blessing Box along with 

the food and hygiene items we offer. It was such a success and we had over 

25 bibles donated. Now we find that we are down to just a few – which 

means people are taking them! If you have or know of someone who has an 

unused Bible, please consider donating them to our Blessing Box Program. 

Please place the bibles in the blue tub by the Honor Library. Bless you! 

Card Ministry:  If you know of someone that is sick or in the hospital, 

or has lost a loved one, or just to let them know they are being thought of, 

please let me know so a card may be sent to them. They do not have to 

attend our church.  It could be a friend or a co worker etc. You may contact 

me by phone or text at 419-771-0795 or email ahickerson55@gmail.com.

 Alicia Hickerson 

Thank you for our gifts of $500 & $6,500 to ELCA World Hunger. “From 

[Christ’s] fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.”    John 1:16. As a 

church we are empowered to love and serve our neighbors as Christ first loved 

us. Your gifts to the ministries of the ELCA help people around the world feel 

the power and hope that flow from God’s full, boundless love. Drawn together 

and guided by the Holy Spirit, we accomplish together what none of us could 

do alone, grace upon grace. Your generosity is getting at the root causes of 

hunger and poverty in over 60 countries, including the United States. It 

provides access to clean water, health care, agriculture, livestock, and 

education, and it advances peace and justice for all people. Through your gifts, 

you join the whole church in working toward a just world where all are fed. 

Thank you for your gracious gifts. You make God’s love real. With gratitude, 

The Rev. Daniel Rift, Director Congregational Generosity   

Congrats to Erin Pohlman & Jared Nickolson for their upcoming 

wedding on October 10th! 

Thank you: Please accept our sincere thanks for the $150 donation that 

your church has generously given to The Salvation Army. Please know 

that it is with thankful hearts that The Salvation Army receives donations 

from the many supporters of God’s work. Your contribution will allow 

The Salvation army to continue helping the needy in our community. God 

Bless You! Majors Deborah & Henry Weigner, Van Wert Corps Officers. 

Thank you all from the bottom of my heart for your support and 

celebration last week at my Invitation to Service. I am so blessed to serve 

our church in this capacity, during our transitional period. In Christ’s 

Love, Stephanie      
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 ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Church e-mail:  stmarkvw6336@gmail.com 

Church Website:  www.stmarkslutheranvw.com 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 

OCTOBER 4, 2026 

Prelude “Because He Lives with Blessed Assurance” 

Welcome and Announcements 

Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness     (page 94-96) 

Gathering Song “I Come with Joy” # 482 

Kyrie & Song of Praise     (page 98-99; 101   10:30 service) 

Prayer of the Day 

Noah’s Park Children’s Church     (10:30 service) 

Isaiah 5:1-7 and Psalm 80:7-15     (pg. 2 & 3 of bulletin) 

Philippians 3:4b-14 and Matthew 21:33-46     (pgs. 3, 4 & 5 of bulletin) 

Message Pastor Todd Milner 

Hymn of the Day “Spirit of Gentleness” # 396 

Apostles’ Creed, Intercessory Prayers, The Peace   (pages 105-106) 

Offering:  offering plates, website, text 419-273-9947 

Offertory   (8:00 service) “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise (#826)” 

Adult Choir Anthem     (10:30 service) 

Let us pray…Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving 

what you have first given us–ourselves, our time, and our 

possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the 

sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Holy Communion     (pages 107ff) 

Lord’s Prayer, Blessing & Dismissal     (pages 112-115) 

Hymn “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” # 547 

Doxology Sung by the Congregation (8:00 service) HYMN #884 

Doxology on the Tower Chimes (10:30 service) 
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Prayer of Illumination 

R: Before reading from the Bible, we seek the illumination of the Holy 

Spirit that we become receptive to the life giving Word which comes to 

us through both the reading and proclamation of Scripture. 

C:  Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your  

  Holy Spirit, that as the Scriptures are read and your  

  Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say  

  to us today. Amen. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Isaiah 5:1-7  The Song of the Vineyard 
1 I will sing for the one I love 

    a song about his vineyard: 

My loved one had a vineyard 

    on a fertile hillside. 
2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones 

    and planted it with the choicest vines. 

He built a watchtower in it 

    and cut out a winepress as well. 

Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, 

    but it yielded only bad fruit. 
3 “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah, 

    judge between me and my vineyard. 
4 What more could have been done for my vineyard 

    than I have done for it? 

When I looked for good grapes, 

    why did it yield only bad? 
5 Now I will tell you 

    what I am going to do to my vineyard: 

I will take away its hedge, 

    and it will be destroyed; 

I will break down its wall, 

    and it will be trampled. 
6 I will make it a wasteland, 

    neither pruned nor cultivated, 

    and briers and thorns will grow there. 

I will command the clouds 

    not to rain on it.” 
7 The vineyard of the LORD Almighty 

    is the nation of Israel, 

and the people of Judah 

    are the vines he delighted in. 

And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; 

    for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 

are given to the Glory of God by Stan & Marcia Weldy.  

LISTENING POST UPDATE:  The forms and envelopes are in 

the literature rack by the Gathering Place.  Once filled out, enclose it in an 

envelope and put it the top right mailbox slot by the office.  

Reminders:  Bulletin deadline is Wednesday by 1:00 p.m. AND The 

deadline for November newsletter is October 22nd. 

Third Thursday Lunch served a total of 84 meals. 30 people at the 

church, 48 takeout, 7 workers, & 6 shut in meals delivered. Thanks to Sue 

Cantwell, Meisa Coplin, Kate Lindsey, Mitchell Lindsey, Karan 

Ottenweller, Elaine Rhoades, & Imogene Ridenour for all of your help in 

making this ministry a success.  

50 Year Members:  If you or someone you know is a 50 year 

member this year, please contact the church office at 419-238-6336.  Our 

list of new members for 2026 are as follows:  Michael Vincent Adams, 

Candice (Grandstaff) Black, Timothy Grubaugh, Scott Travis Nihiser, 

Matthew David Roediger, and Dennis Van Eman.  50 Year Member 

Sunday is Sunday, October 18, 2026.  Reception at 9:15 AM in the 

Gathering Place! 

Pastor Todd Milner is originally from Marion, OH. Prior to graduating 

from Luther Seminary in 2016, he worked in the business world for 34 

years as a funeral director and sales representative. Pastor Todd served as 

Pastor of Providence Lutheran Church, Holland, OH from 2017 through his 

retirement on 4/30/2026. He and wife Dawn live in the Toledo area and 

enjoy their 9 grandchildren and two Yorkies, Rudy and Kirby. Pastor Todd 

serves as a supervising Pastor to three SAMs in our area, including 

Stephanie Stechschulte. He also is available to St. Mark's for Pastoral needs 

during our time of Transition.  

Call Process Update (10/2026)—An Invitation to Service was 

conducted on 9/27 at both services to commission Stephanie Stechschulte 

as a synod Authorized Minister of Word and Sacrament of St. Mark’s. 

Pastor Todd Milner has recently been assigned by Synod as Stephanie’s 

supervising Pastor and is available to our congregation for pastoral needs as 

well during our time of transition and as we seek a full time Pastor. Pastor 

Todd will occasionally join us for worship or lead our worship services.  

Get to Know Us on: 
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 CHURCH SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2026—Pastor Todd Milner,  

                      Guest Preacher  

   8:00 a.m. Holy Communion with Blue Bag Service 

   9:00 a.m. Coffee Hour—Lininger 

   9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Adult Choir 

   9:30 a.m. Catechism 6th & 7th Graders in the High School Youth Room 

 10:00 a.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal 

 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion Service 

 10:40 a.m. Noah’s Park 

TUESDAY 

   9:00 a.m.          Piecemakers 

   3:30 p.m.  Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

   6:30 p.m.  Sisters & Sips at Mi Ranchito 

WEDNESDAY 

 10:00 a.m.  Biggby Bible Group 

   6:30 p.m.  8th Grade Confirmation Class 

   6:30 p.m.  The Anchor 
   6:30 p.m.  Kid Min 

FRIDAY 

   6:00 p.m.  Pohlman/Nickolson Wedding Rehearsal 

      Rehearsal Dinner in Fellowship Hall 

SATURDAY 

   3:30 p.m.  Pohlman/Nickolson Wedding 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2026—RYAN BEACHER,     

                      MEMBER MINISTER 

   8:00 a.m. Worship Service 

   9:00 a.m. Coffee Hour—Foss 

   9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Adult Choir 

   9:30 a.m. Catechism 6th & 7th Graders in the High School Youth Room 

 10:00 a.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal 

 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

 10:40 a.m. Noah’s Park 

ASSISTING MINISTERS THIS WEEK 

     Worship Assistant…(8:00)…Jana Ringwald  

                                      (10:30)..Stephanie Stechschulte  

 Chimer ................ (10:30) ... Sharon Blank 

 Greeters ................. (8:00) ... Bob Evans 

                              (10:30) ... Kevin Taylor 

 Lectors .................. (8:00) ... Jeannine Roediger 
                              (10:30) ... Amy Bladen 

 Comm. Servers ..... (8:00) ... Jana Ringwald & Frank Rohrs 

                              (10:30) …Jason Stechschulte & Julie Hamilton                       
 Acolyte ................ (10:30) ... Emmalynn Conley  
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Psalm 80:7-15 

R: Restore us, God Almighty; 

    make your face shine on us, 

    that we may be saved. 

C:  You transplanted a vine from Egypt; 

      you drove out the nations and planted it. 

R: You cleared the ground for it, 

    and it took root and filled the land. 

C:  The mountains were covered with its shade, 

      the mighty cedars with its branches. 

R: Its branches reached as far as the Sea,[a] 

    its shoots as far as the River.[b] 

C:  Why have you broken down its walls 

      so that all who pass by pick its grapes? 

R: Boars from the forest ravage it, 

    and insects from the fields feed on it. 

C:  Return to us, God Almighty!                                                     

Look down from heaven and see! 

Watch over this vine, 

R:  the root your right hand has planted, 

    the son[c] you have raised up for yourself. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Philippians 3:4b-14 

4 though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If someone else 

thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 
5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as 

for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, 

faultless.7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the 

sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of 

the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I 

have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and 

be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 

the law, but that which is through faith in[a] Christ—the righteousness 

that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—

yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his                                     

sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining 

to the resurrection from the dead.12 Not that I have already obtained all 

this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of  
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that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not 

consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 

what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the 

goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 

Jesus. 

R: The word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Gospel Acclamation (10:00 service) 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

P: The Good news in Matthew’s gospel. 

C:  Glory To you O Lord! 

Matthew 21:33-46 The Parable of the Tenants 

33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a 

vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a 

watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to 

another place. 34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to 

the tenants to collect his fruit.35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat 

one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Then he sent other servants to 

them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 
37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he 

said.38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is 

the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39 So they took him 

and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.40 “Therefore, when the 

owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”41 “He will 

bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the 

vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest 

time.”42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

“‘The stone the builders rejected 

     has become the cornerstone; 

            the Lord has done this, 

            and it is marvelous in our eyes’[a]? 
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43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from 

you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 44 Anyone who falls on 

this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be 

crushed.”[b] 45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ 

parables, they knew he was talking about them. 46 They looked for a way to 

arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that 

he was a prophet.  

R: Word of God.  Word of life. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Catechism Classes for 6th & 7th Graders: On Sunday 

mornings, Catechism for 6th and 7th graders is from 9:30-10:15am in the 

High School Youth Room. 

Attention New Visitors to St. Mark’s:  Located in the pews are 

blue Welcome Cards for our new guests.  Please fill out this card and return it 

in the offering plate.  This information is only to keep you informed of 

activities at St. Mark’s and does not leave the office.  We hope you will 

continue to join us for services and we are so glad you came to St. Mark’s.  We 

hope to see you again next Sunday. 

OUR NEW CHURCH EMAIL: Our new church email is 

stmarkvw6336@gmail.com.  This is the church email to use from now on.  

Send all newsletter and bulletin articles and general church information to this 

new email.  Since we have a substitute office helper, it is easier to receive 

everything under one email and not our personal emails.  Thank you, Meisa 

Piecemakers: Piecemakers sew Tuesday’s from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 

To join this group, you can just stop in the church to sew during this time. If 

you have any questions, call Sharon Blank at 419-203-4383. 

Giving Statements:  The 2026 “Year-to-Date” Giving Statements 

(Jan. 1st –Aug. 31st) are now available in the basket on the information 

table by the Gathering Place.  The basket will be available for the next 60 

days.  If you need your statement mailed/emailed to you please call the 

office at 419-238-6336 or Elaine at 419-203-6296. 
 

The Outreach Committee is looking for a few members! This 

committee meets a few times a year and decides how the church spends the 

money from our farmlands – to support the community, country, and 
internationally. Please consider joining the committee! If interested, please 

contact AJ Wiseman 419-771-0157 or ajwise287@gmail.com.                          
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Choir Members Needed!  Martin Luther viewed music as a 

gift from God, second only to theology itself, affectionately calling 

Lutherans “the singing church”.  Our choir has been a loved and 

important part of our worship as long as we can remember.  The St. 

Mark’s Adult Choir is very light on members and in need of female 

and male (especially) voices!  If you love to sing and want to help 

lead our congregation in worship, we’d love to have you join our 

group.  Our choir performs at the late service 3 weeks per month, 

taking the summer months off.  Practice is held from 9:15am to 

10:15am on the Sundays we sing.  Please consider giving of your 

time and talents, all gifts from God!  (1 Peter 4:10).  Contact Stacie 

Korte (419-910-0152) or the church office if you have an interest in 

serving our church through song. 
 

St. Mark’s will host our annual 

Trunk or Treat for the children of 

Van Wert on Saturday, October 

31st from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.  Based 

on previous years, we anticipate a 

large number of children 

participating again this year, so we 

will need a lot of candy.  

Beginning Tuesday, September 22nd a Trunk or Treat display will be 

set up for donations of candy. 

You can help by: 

• Making a donation of candy and/or a monetary donation to 

buy candy.  (The last day for accepting candy donations or 

monetary donations is Thursday, October 29th.) 

• Handing out candy at our Trunk or Treat (There will be a 

sign-up sheet on the Dreamboard beginning Sunday, 

September 20th.  If you have questions, please call or text 

Sue Cantwell at 567-259-9456. 

Last year we have a line of 15 vehicles.  If you want to wear a 

costume and/or decorate your vehicle that would be great.  Prizes for 

the funniest costume, most original costume and best decorated 

vehicle will be awarded.  Vehicles will need to be lined up in the 

North Parking Lot between 3:30 and 3:45 p.m.  Please watch for 

updated information in the Sunday bulletins.  Trunk or Treat is a fun 

afternoon for everyone, not just the kids.  Thank you,  Sue 

Brothers & Brews Bible Study – Beginning in October the guys 

will meet on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday each month @ 6:30pm at Beer 

Barrel in Van Wert.  

 


