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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8™ 2026—Deacon Sherry Krieger
5d SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
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10:30 a.m.
10:40 a.m.

4™ SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
Worship Service with Blue Bag Message
Coffee Hour in the Gathering Place
Sunday School & Adult Choir Rehearsal
Youth Choir Rehearsal
Worship Service
Noah’s Park
Gathering Place in use

Crisis Care Committee Meeting

Piecemakers
Handbell Choir Rehearsal

Brewed Expressions Meeting
Supper

Catechism

BGhe Ancher

Kid Min

Brothers & Brews

Cornhole
Sisters & Sips at Mi Ranchito Rest.

Worship Service

Coffee Hour in the Gathering Place
Sunday School & Adult Choir Rehearsal
Youth Choir Rehearsal

Worship Service

Noah’s Park

THE ALTAR FLOWERS

are to the Glory of God by Dennis and Kathryn Wagonrod
in loving memory of Karen and departed loved ones.

ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Prayer Request e-mail: stmprayer@embargmail.com
Church Website: www.stmarkslutheranvw.com

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
FEBRUARY 1, 2026

Prelude “A Dance Prelude”

Welcome & Announcements

Choral Introit  (10:30 service)

Hymn “When in Our Music God Is Glorified” # 851
Kyrie & Hymn of Praise  (pages 98-100)

Prayer of the Day

Children’s Blue Bag Message  (8:00 service)

Noah’s Park Children’s Church

Micah 6:1-8 and Psalm 15  (pg. 5 & 6 of bulletin)

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 and Matthew 5:1-12  (pg. 6 & 7 of bulletin)
Message

Hymn “Let Streams of Living Justice” #710
Apostle’s Creed, Intercessory Prayers, The Peace (pages 105-106)
Musical Meditation (8:00)  “Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly”
Offering: offering plates, website, text 419-273-9947

Adult Choir  (10:30 service)

Lord’s Prayer (page 112)

Blessing & Dismissal  (pages 114-115)

Hymn “God of Grace and God of Glory” # 705
Doxology # 884
Postlude “Glory Be to God on High”


mailto:stmprayer@embarqmail.com
http://www.stmarkslutheranvw.com/

Prayer of lllumination

R: Before reading from the Bible,
we seek the illumination of the Holy Spirit that
we become receptive to the life-giving Word
which comes to us through both
the reading and proclamation of Scripture.
C: Lord, open our hearts and minds
by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that as the Scriptures are read
and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy
what you say to us today. Amen.

Micah 6:1-8 The Lord’s Case Against Israel

! Listen to what the Lord says: “Stand up, plead my case before the
mountains; let the hills hear what you have to say. ? “Hear, you
mountains, the Lord’s accusation; listen, you everlasting foundations
of the earth. For the Lord has a case against his people; he is lodging
a charge against Israel. * “My people, what have I done to you? How
have | burdened you? Answer me. * | brought you up out of Egypt
and redeemed you from the land of slavery. | sent Moses to lead you,
also Aaron and Miriam. ® My people, remember what Balak king of
Moab plotted and what Balaam son of Beor answered. Remember
your journey from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous
acts of the Lord.” ® With what shall | come before the Lord and bow
down before the exalted God? Shall I come before him with burnt
offerings, with calves a year old? ” Will the Lord be pleased with
thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of olive oil? Shall I offer
my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of
my soul? 8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does
the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk
humbly with your God.

Psalm 15
R: Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent?
Who may live on your holy mountain?
C: The one whose walk is blameless, who does what is righteous,
who speaks the truth from their heart;
(Continued on page 3)
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ASSISTING MINISTERS THIS WEEK
Greeters........ (8:00).......... Frank Rohrs

Lector........... (8:00).......... Joan Holland
Acolyte ........ (8:00).......... Lynix Thomas
Greeter ....... (10:30).......... Kevin Taylor
Lector......... (10:30).......... Amy Bladen
Acolyte ...... (10:30).......... Connor Donaldson
Coffee Hour..................... Roediger

February 18th-Ash Wednesday, the start of Lent.
7:00—9:00 AM Ashes 2 Go. Under the Porte-cochere of the
Jefferson St. parking lot.

Noon & 7:30 PM Worship Services only-no communion

Seeking a Heart to Serve: Kitchen Committee

_eader Needed! Rita Adam, after serving for 25 years, will step
down on 2/1/2026 from serving and leading our Kitchen Committee. We
extend our heartfelt thanks for Rita’s many years of service to this ministry.
Are you passionate about the power of food and fellowship in bringing a
community together? St. Mark’s is looking for a dedicated and organized
individual to step into the role of Kitchen Committee Leader and help us
continue our ministry of hospitality. Please contact the church office or
Jana Ringwald, if you have questions and/or are interested in serving!

Sisters & Sips: st Mark's now has a new Bible study and fellowship
opportunity, Sisters and Sips! We are a Women's Bible Study, for women
of all ages. We meet the 1%t and 3™ Thursdays of the month at Mi Ranchito
at 6:30 p.m. If you would like to join us, please text Stephanie
Stechschulte, 419-296-7372, just so | can make sure to grab a table large
enough. However, even if you forget to text but want to come, feel free to
come on out! There is always room at the table for God's women of faith.

Offering Envelopes for 2026: The table by the Nursery has
the new 2026 offering envelopes available to be picked up anytime. Giving
records are done by numbers so even if you give online, please pick up
your box. ADDITIONALLY, just a reminder that online giving does not
have the capability to make any changes that may have been made to your
2026 pledge. You will be able to update, to match your pledge, when you
give online. Also, a pledge does not carry over from year to year. You
may contact Elaine Rhaodes at 419-203-6296 with any questions.
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The Outreach Committee will be seeking input from the
congregation regarding potential recipients of Outreach Funds for
hunger programs locally, nationally and globally. This will take
place in the near future so please begin thinking of suggestions you
can make to the committee. If you have questions about possible
ideas, please talk to Council Representative Kurt Muntzinger or
contact the church office. For national and global ideas, some
suggested websites are (but not limited to): www.elca.org/hunger,
www.elca.org/disaster, www.elca.org/globalmission, www.lwr.org,

& www.elca.org

Open House Surprise: The congregation is invited to a
surprise 90" birthday party for Carol Doner on February 1, 2026 at
2PM in the Gathering Place. All are welcome for refreshments. If
you can’t make it, please help us shower her with cards! Thank you!

SANCTITY OF LIFE MONTH IS JANUARY
PLC HEALTH CLINIC & THE LANGDYN HOUSE

PLC The PLC Health Clinic of Van Wert approaches
pregnancy and sexuality as a gift to be
HEALTH @PCLNIC pregnancy  testing  and  limited  obstetric
ultrasound, the care doesn’t end after the child is born. We offer
parenting programs as an “Earn While You Learn” incentive to
reward moms with material assistance such as diapers, hygiene items,
clothes and other baby needs.

The Langdyn House Maternity Home opened in July 2024 and
offers housing to at-risk homeless moms and babies. These moms
also utilize the PLC Health Clinic services and programs offered,
along with life skills and mentorship.

We ask that during this Sanctity of Life month, you do something
powerful for us — support us through PRAYER and financial or
material donations. Your support means everything to us!

For more information, visit our website at plchealthclinic.org or
follow us on FaceBook at PLC Health Clinic and The Langdyn
House of PLC Health Clinic.

The following is a list of their current needs: Pampers Size 2, 3
and 6; Hypoallergenic baby wipes (unscented, no dyes); Desitin and
A&D ointments; Dr. Browns baby bottles; Baby bush/comb sets;
Baby nail clippers; Sleepers size 12 month — 2T (girls & boys).
There will be a collection box in the Gathering area.
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R: whose tongue utters no slander, who does no wrong to a neighbor,
and casts no slur on others;
C: who despises a vile person but honors those who fear the Lord;
who keeps an oath even when it hurts,
and does not change their mind;

R: who lends money to the poor without interest;
who does not accept a bribe against the innocent.
Whoever does these things will never be shaken.

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 Christ Crucified Is God’s Power and Wisdom

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. °For it is written: “I
will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent |
will frustrate.” 2° Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the
law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world? 2* For since in the wisdom of God the world
through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the
foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. % Jews
demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, % but we preach Christ
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 2* but to
those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of God. ?° For the foolishness of God is wiser than
human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human
strength. 26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were
called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were
influential; not many were of noble birth. 2’ But God chose the foolish
things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the
world to shame the strong. 2 God chose the lowly things of this world and
the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that
are, 2° so that no one may boast before him. ¥ It is because of him that you
are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is,
our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 3! Therefore, as it is written:
“Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”

R: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (page 102)

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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P: The Good news in Matthew’s Gospel.
C: Glory To you O Lord!

Matthew 5:1-12 Introduction to the Sermon on the Mount

! Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a
mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and
he began to teach them.

The Beatitudes

He said: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they
will be comforted. ® Blessed are the meek, for they will
inherit the earth. ® Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7 Blessed are the
merciful, for they will be shown mercy. & Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they will see God. ° Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. !
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven,
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were
before you.

P: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Coffee Hour for February 8": Jim & Joan Holland

2025 Year End Giving Statements are ready for pick
up at the table by the Nursery. If you have any questions, please
contact Elaine Rhoades at 419-203-6296. Thank you.

Baskets & Bowls: for everyone who brought in baskets &
bowls for the farewell luncheon, please stop by and pick them up.
They are downstairs in the Fellowship Hall.

Call Process Update (1/18/26)

e Farewell Committee—Carol Lininger and Rachel Rohrs co-
leads. Thank you to our church family. The Farewell Committee
would like to thank ALL people who helped make Pastor Will’s
Farewell Service and luncheon on January 1% a BIG success. We
had a total of approximately 260 attend the service and
approximately 240 attend the luncheon. We are so thankful and
truly blessed to have a church family to help out when needed. This
concludes the work of the Farewell Committee.  Rachel Rohrs,
Carol Lininger & The Farewell Committee

e Transition Committee-Jana Ringwald and Marilyn Morgan co-
leads, met on January 8, 2026. It reviewed the schedule of Supply
Pastors assigned by the Synod (a Journey Team) to begin to take us
through April 5. The committee is working with Worship and
Music to develop Ministry Teams who will help cover worship
services and the scheduling of guest pastors going forward. A
Preaching Workshop led by Pastor Will and Jason Tyas was held on
December 30", Several members expressing a desire to deliver a
Sunday message when Supply Pastors are not scheduled
participated in the workshop. The next meeting is scheduled for
April 9, 2026 at 6:30pm.

e Call Committee—Cary Roehm and Kathy Taylor co-leads.
There will be no further updates until candidates begin getting
referred to us by Synod.

NEW SANCTUARY BANNERS: The Altar Guild is
investing in new banners for our sanctuary, as many of our banners are
showing their age. Due to the high cost of these banners, we are asking
our congregation to donate funds for this project.

Donations can be put in an envelope marked “Sanctuary Banners” and
placed in the offering plate on Sunday morning. The donation can be in
honor or memory of someone.

If you have questions or wish more information you can contact Joan
Holland at 419-203-9754, Jeannine Roediger at 567-259-9906 or
Martha Martin at 419-203-3395.




