
Card Ministry:  If you know of someone that is sick or in the 

hospital, or has lost a loved one, or just to let them know they are being 

thought of, please let me know so a card may be sent to them. They do 

not have to attend our church.  It could be a friend or a co worker etc. 

You may contact me by phone or text at 419-771-0795 or email 

ahickerson55@gmail.com. Alicia Hickerson 

Attention New Visitors to St. Mark’s:  Located in the 

pews are blue Welcome Cards for our new guests.  Please fill out this 

card and leave it on the pew when you leave the sanctuary.  Greeters 

will be around to collect them after the service.  This information is only 

to keep you informed of activities at St. Mark’s and does not leave the 

office.  We hope you will continue to join us for services and we are so 

glad you came to St. Mark’s.  We hope to see you again next Sunday. 

Summer Worship Hours through September 6th.  

Service times are 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM. 

BELL TOWER UPDATE (7/14/2026)—Verdin has gotten 

our clavier frame back from woodworking, with full assembly/fitting 

set to begin in the next week or so. Our clappers have been fit to size 

for each bell, and fabricators are currently working on their headpiece 

assemblies. Our bell frame has been disassembled and prepped to 

ship out for galvanizing. The bells themselves have recently come 

back from sandblasting and are queued up at the factory for 

polishing. Verdin hopes to be onsite in early to mid-September to 

begin the installation process. 

Assembling Rice Kits:  On Saturday, September 19th, we 

will once again be assembling Rice Kits here at St Mark’s in the 

Fellowship Hall.  The truck comes at 8:00 A.M. so we need people to 

help unload boxes and set up the tables.  After a prayer, we will begin 

the assembly of the meals at approximately 9:00 A.M.  If you could 

prayerfully give of your time out of your busy schedules to help us, it 

would be greatly appreciated.  Sign-up sheets are on the 

Dreamboard, outside of the Sanctuary.  We will be done by noon.  

Remember, MANY HANDS make less work for everyone.  Come 

join the fun and help a very worthy mission.  See you on Saturday, 

September 19th.  Sincerely, Joan Holland 
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ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Prayer Request e-mail:  stmprayer@embarqmail.com 

Church Website:  www.stmarkslutheranvw.com 

TENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 

AUGUST 2, 2026 

Prelude “O Worship the King with Here I Am To Worship” 

Welcome and Announcements 

Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness     (page 94-96) 

Gathering Song “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” # 461 

Kyrie & Song of Praise     (page 98-99; 101   10:00 service) 

Prayer of the Day 

Noah’s Park Children’s Church     (10:00 service) 

Isaiah 55:1-5 and Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21     (pg. 2 & 3 of bulletin) 

Romans 9:1-5 and Matthew 14:13-21     (pgs. 3 & 4 of bulletin) 

Message Pastor Mindy Elliot 

Hymn “Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken” see insert 

Apostles’ Creed, Intercessory Prayers, The Peace   (pages 105-106) 

Musical Meditation     (8:00 service) “The New 23rd” 

Offering:  offering plates, website, text 419-273-9947 

Holy Communion     (pages 107ff) 

Lord’s Prayer, Blessing & Dismissal     (pages 112-115) 

Hymn “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” # 674 

Doxology Sung by the Congregation HYMN #884 

Postlude Paraphrase on “Diademata” 

Get to Know Us on: 
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Prayer of Illumination 

R: Before reading from the Bible, we seek the illumination of the 

Holy Spirit that we become receptive to the life giving Word 

which comes to us through both the reading and proclamation of 

Scripture. 

C:  Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your  

  Holy Spirit, that as the Scriptures are read and your  

  Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say  

  to us today. Amen. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Isaiah 55:1-5  Invitation to the Thirsty 

1 “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who 

have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk 

without money and without cost. 2 Why spend money on what is not 

bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, 

and eat what is good, and you will delight in the richest of fare. 3 

Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live. I will make an 

everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David. 4 

See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a ruler and 

commander of the peoples. 5 Surely you will summon nations you 

know not, and nations you do not know will come running to you, 

because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has 

endowed you with splendor.” 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 

R: The Lord is gracious and compassionate,  

 slow to anger and rich in love. 

C:  The Lord is good to all;  

  he has compassion on all he has made. 

R: The Lord upholds all who fall  

 and lifts up all who are bowed down. 

C:  The eyes of all look to you,  

  and you give them their food at the proper time. 

R: You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 

C:  The Lord is righteous in all his ways  

  and faithful in all he does. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Call Process Update:  6/2026 
Transition Committee (co-leads Marilyn Morgan and Jana 

Ringwald)  Our Member Ministry Teams are providing leadership 

for Sunday services with no Supply Pastor.  The Master Schedule on 

the dreamboard reflects those leading and assisting in our worship 

services.  Thank you to all our members volunteering to serve.  

Members who have an interest in leading and would like to know 

more, please contact Stephanie Stechschulte. 

OPENINGS:  The following paid and unpaid positions provide a 

way for our members to serve St. Mark’s.  Please prayerfully 

consider serving! 

 Beginners Class Sunday School Teacher—Please see Anna 

Bash (Sunday School Superintendent) or Kiersten Hoenie 

(Council Rep. for Learning Committee) for more information in 

this unpaid position. 

 Substitute Office Administrator—See Dreamboard for details. 

 Treasurer—See Dreamboard for details. 

 Catechism (6th & 7th Grade; 8th Grade)—Teachers can work 

alone or in teams.  Classes begin mid-September on Wednesday 

evenings.  Please contact Personnel co-leads Nikki Baer or 

Marilyn Morgan. 

 Run the Announcements on Sanctuary Monitors for the 8:00 

service—contact Marilyn Morgan for more details. 

 Livestream tech for 10:00 service. Will train for this paid 

position utilizing our A/V equipment to live-stream our 10:00 

service. See Dreamboard for details or contact Marilyn Morgan. 

Pastor Mindy Elliot is from the Chicago IL area 

originally. She served St. Mark's Lutheran Church in Aurora, IL 
for 10 years, then at St. Peter Lutheran Church in Ridgeville 
Corners, OH for 11 years. She currently lives in Bryan OH. 
Pastor Mindy is the Dean of the Maumee Valley conference 
and supervises three Synod Authorized Ministers (SAMs).  
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The Sisters and Sips Morning Edition:  The next 

meeting for anyone wanting to join this bible discussion group is 

Wednesday, August 5th and 19th in St. Mark’s Gathering Place at 

10:30 AM.  All are welcome! 

Summer Greeter/Host or Hostess Needed:  The 

A.I.M. Committee is looking for a couple of volunteers who are willing 

to do the summer greeter/host or hostess duties on Sunday morning.  

This is taking the place of our Coffee Hour.  If you are interested or 

have questions, contact Christine Krugh 419-307-0495. 

Reminders:  Bulletin deadline is Wednesday by 1:00 p.m. AND 

The deadline for September newsletter is August 22nd. 

DRINKS & FOOD IN SANCTUARY:  During the 

summer months our AIM Committee has a summer host or greeter who 

gives out cookies, cupcakes, treats, etc. instead of having a coffee hour.  

Please attempt to keep all drinks and food/treats in the greeting area of 

the church which would be the Elevator Entrance Hallway or Gathering 

Place.  Thank you for doing your part in keeping our Sanctuary clean. 

RALLY DAY IS 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH!! 
One service at 9:30 A.M. 

Meal to follow service. 

More details to come in future bulletins. 
 

Back to School Bash 
Join the fun before the school year starts! 

Hearth & Home is collecting items on August 7th from 10:00 AM-

3:00 PM for back to school.  See flyer on dreamboard for more 

information on the fun at the bash and items they are collecting. 

Summer Worship Hours through September 6th.  

Service times are 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM. 
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R: The Lord is near to all who call on him, 

 to all who call on him in truth. 

C:  He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; 

  he hears their cry and saves them. 

R: The Lord watches over all who love him, 

 but all the wicked he will destroy. 

C:  My mouth will speak in praise of the Lord. 

  Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Romans 9:1-5  Paul’s Anguish Over Israel 

1 I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience 

confirms it through the Holy Spirit—2 I have great sorrow and 

unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself 

were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, 

those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the 

adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the 

receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5 

Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human 

ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever praised! 

Amen. 

R: The word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Gospel Acclamation (10:00 service) 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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P: The Good news in Matthew’s gospel. 

C:  Glory To you O Lord! 

Matthew 14:13-21 Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 

13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat 

privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed 

him on foot from the towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a large 

crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 15 As 

evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a 

remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so 

they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.” 16 Jesus 

replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to 

eat.” 17 “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they 

answered. 18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 19 And he directed 

the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the 

two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the 

loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave 

them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the 

disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left 

over. 21 The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, 

besides women and children. 

R: Word of God.  Word of life. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Pregnancy Life Center Health Clinic:  The 

countdown has begun! September 13 at 2PM people from churches all 

over Van Wert County will gather at Franklin Park on Walnut Street for 

this year’s Walk for Life. You are a very generous congregation, in the 

week’s leading up to the walk I hope to give you information about the 

good work your contributions will help provide. The Mission Statement: 

“The PLC is a Christian ministry whose mission is to protect the life of 

the unborn, offer alternatives to abortion, encourage sexual abstinence 

outside of marriage, educate the community; bring people to a saving 

knowledge of Jesus Christ, and offer love by providing spiritual, 

educational, and physical support to those affected by unplanned 

pregnancy.” In 2025 they ministered to 427 patients and their families. 

In addition, over 200 class attendances took place through the PINK and 

BLUE middle school-aged abstinence and self-esteem programs offered 

free to all Van Wert County Schools. There is a Medical Clinic and also 

a Scholarship Award program. I hope you will be inspired to come out 

and walk with us. 
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 CHURCH SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2026—Pastor Mindy Elliot, 

       Guest Preacher 

   8:00 a.m. Holy Communion Service 

   9:00 a.m.  Summer Host/Greeter 

 10:00 a.m. Holy Communion Service 

 10:10 a.m. Noah’s Park 

WEDNESDAY 

 10:00 a.m.  Biggby Bible Group 

 10:30 a.m.  Sisters & Sips Morning Edition-Gathering Place 

   5:45 p.m.  Personnel Committee Meeting 

   6:30 p.m.  Brothers & Brews 

THURSDAY 

   6:00 p.m.  Cornhole 

   6:30 p.m.  Sisters & Sips at Mi Ranchito Restaurant 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2026—Cary Roehm, Member Minister 

   8:00 a.m. Worship Service 

   9:00 a.m.  Summer Host/Greeter 

 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 10:10 a.m. Noah’s Park 

ASSISTING MINISTERS THIS WEEK 

 Greeters ............. (8:00) ... Larry Miller 

 Lector ................. (8:00) ... Roy Ringwald 

 Comm. Servers .. (8:00) ... Randy Thompson & Jana Ringwald 

 Greeters ............ (10:00) ... Marc Grubaugh 

 Lector ................ (10:00) ... Marilyn Morgan 

 Acolyte ............. (10:00) ... Andrew Mohr 

 Comm. Servers . (10:00) ... Jacob Staley & Denny Wagonrod 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS 

are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of 

 Donald C. Roediger and other departed loved ones. 

LISTENING POST UPDATE:  The forms and envelopes 

are in the literature rack by the Gathering Place.  Once filled out, 

enclose it in an envelope and put it the top right mailbox slot by the 

office.  
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Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


