Summer Worship Hours go through September
6™, Service times are 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM.

Listening Post Update: The forms and envelopes are in
the literature rack by the Gathering Place. Once filled out, enclose it
in an envelope and put it the top right mailbox slot by the office.

OPENINGS: The following paid and unpaid positions

provide a way for our members to serve St. Mark’s. Please
prayerfully consider serving!

« Catechism (6™ & 7" Grade)—Teachers can work alone or in
teams. Classes begin mid-September on Wednesday evenings.
Please contact Personnel co-leads Nikki Baer or Marilyn
Morgan.

« Run the Announcements on Sanctuary Monitors for the 8:00
service—contact Marilyn Morgan for more details.

o Livestream tech for 10:00 service. Will train for this paid
position utilizing our A/V equipment to live-stream our 10:00
service. See Dreamboard for details or contact Marilyn
Morgan.

Assembling Rice Kits: On Saturday, September 19", we
will once again be assembling Rice Kits here at St Mark’s in the
Fellowship Hall. The truck comes at 8:00 A.M. so we need people
to help unload boxes and set up the tables. After a prayer, we will
begin the assembly of the meals at approximately 9:00 A.M. If
you could prayerfully give of your time out of your busy schedules
to help us, it would be greatly appreciated. Sign-up sheets are on
the Dreamboard, outside of the Sanctuary. We will be done by
noon. Remember, MANY HANDS make less work for everyone.
Come join the fun and help a very worthy mission. See you on
Saturday, September 19", Sincerely, Joan Holland

ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Prayer Request e-mail: stmprayer@embargmail.com
Church email: stmarkvw6336@gmail.com
Church Website: www.stmarkslutheranvw.com
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:30 AM Combined Service
AUGUST 30, 2026

Prelude “In the Cross of Christ | Glory”

Welcome and Announcements

Brief Order of Confession & Forgiveness (page 94-96)

Hymn “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” #712
Kyrie and Hymn of Praise  (page 98-100)

Prayer of the Day

Noah’s Park Children’s Church

Jeremiah 15:15-21 and Psalm 26: 1-8  (pgs. 2 & 3)

Romans 12:9-21 and Matthew 16:21-28  (pgs. 4 & 5)

Message

Hymn “l Want to Walk as a Child of the Light!” #815
Apostles’ Creed, Intercessory Prayers, The Peace (pages 105-106)
Offering: offering plates, website, text 419-273-9947

Offertory “Jesus Still Lead On”
Lord’s Prayer (page 112)

Blessing & Dismissal  (pages 114-115)

Hymn “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” # 659
Doxology Sung by the Congregation HYMN #884
Postlude “When Morning Gilds the Skies”

Get to Know Us on: @) siogan  Youlllly) i
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Prayer of lllumination
R: Before reading from the Bible, we seek the illumination of

C:

the Holy Spirit that we become receptive to the life-giving
Word which comes to us through both the reading and
proclamation of Scripture.
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of
your Holy Spirit, that as the Scriptures are read and
your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what
you say to us today. Amen.

Jeremia 15:15-21

15 Lorp, you understand;remember me and care for
me. Avenge me on my persecutors. You are long-suffering—do
not take me away; think of how | suffer reproach for your sake.
16\When your words came, | ate them;they were my joy and my
heart’s delight, for | bear your name, LOrRD God Almighty.1” |
never sat in the company of revelers,never made merry with
them; sat alone because your hand was on meand you had
filled me with indignation.'® Why is my pain unendingand my
wound grievous and incurable? You are to me like a deceptive
brook, like a spring that fails. 1° Therefore this is what the LORD
says: “If you repent, I will restore youthat you may serve me;
if you utter worthy, not worthless, words,you will be my
spokesman. Let this people turn to you, but you must not turn
to them. 22| will make you a wall to this people, a fortified wall
of bronze; they will fight against youbut will not overcome
you, for I am with youto rescue and save you,” declares the
LorD. 2! “I will save you from the hands of the wickedand
deliver you from the grasp of the cruel.”

Psalm 26: 1-8

R

C:

: Vindicate me, LORD, for | have led a blameless life;
have trusted in the LORDand have not faltered.
Test me, LORD, and try me,
examine my heart and my mind;

(continued on page 3)
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Bell Tower Update (8/23/2026)—we are scheduled for
installation between 9/8 and 9/17, weather permitting. This first visit
will complete everything included in our order besides the pneumatic
action of the chime, which will require a return trip once Verdin
receives the system from the vendor. Initially, manual play of the bells
will be possible.

Call Process Update (8/2026)—The Transition Committee
and Council met in July, focused on an overview of the ELCA/Synod’s
SAM (Synod Authorized Minister) program. A SAM is a layperson
who applies to the synod’s program of lay preaching and then goes on to
complete further training to be available for assignment to a
congregation. A SAM is a viable option for St. Mark’s during our time
of transition to help us with worship leadership and congregational care,
including sacraments.

Pregnancy Life Center Health Clinic -

EXPANDING TO PROVIDE MORE: The Pregnancy
Life Center became the PLC Health Clinic in 2017. By becoming a
pregnancy medical clinic, we appeal to a wider range of individuals
therefore increasing the number of people hearing our life-affirming,
abstinence, and faith-based message. The Langdyn House maternity
home opened in July 2024. This added ministry provides housing for
moms-to-be and mothers of infants, and a comprehensive support plan
to include case management, individual counseling, group therapy,
family skills/education, Bible study opportunities, and life skills
coaching. We provide individualized plans that are unique to each
resident to empower them to succeed and become independent and self-
sufficient. When you support Walk for Life, you support the message of
Christ’s love reaching a wider range of people in our community. Join
the Walk For Life, Sunday, September 13 at 2:00 at Franklin Park.



RALLY DAY IS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER

§ 13™ 20261 Pplease mark your calendars to
join the 9:30 AM joint worship service,
kicking off the 2026-2027 Sunday School
Season! Lunch begins immediately following

Z then, the service in the Fellowship Hall. Following
@% ERE lunch is fun and fellowship with cornhole,
bingo, and kids’ games! Meat, beverages, and
table service provided. Please bring a hot or cold side-dish or
dessert for lunch. The west parking lot along Jefferson Street will
be closed to parking for our event. The south lot along
Washington and the north lots will be open for parking.
Handicap parking will be in the south lot by the gate. White
Elephant prize donations for bingo will be appreciated.

Choir Members Needed! Martin Luther viewed music
as a gift from God, second only to theology itself, affectionately
calling Lutherans “the singing church”. Our choir has been a
loved and important part of our worship as long as we can
remember. The St. Mark’s Adult Choir is very light on members
and in need of female and male (especially) voices! If you love to
sing and want to help lead our congregation in worship, we’d love
to have you join our group. Our choir performs at the late service
3 weeks per month, taking the summer months off. Practice is
held from 9:15am to 10:15am on the Sundays we sing. Please
consider giving of your time and talents, all gifts from God! (1
Peter 4:10). Contact Stacie Korte (419-910-0152) or the church
office if you have an interest in serving our church through song.

NEW CHURCH EMAIL: since we have been having

some issues on receiving emails through our embargmail email,
we have changed to gmail. Please use the following email to
notify the office of any and all items that need to be included in
the newsletters, bulletins, etc.: stmarkvw6336@gmail.com. This
is the church email to use from now on. Since we have a
substitute office helper, it is easier to receive everything under one
email and not our personal emails. Thank you, Meisa
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R: for I have always been mindful of your unfailing love
and have lived in reliance on your faithfulness.
C: I do not sit with the deceitful,
nor do | associate with hypocrites

R: 1 abhor the assembly of evildoerand refuse to sit with the wicked.
C: I wash my hands in innocence,
and go about your altar, LORD,

R: proclaiming aloud your praise
and telling of all your wonderful deeds.
C: LoRrbD, | love the house where you live,
the place where your glory dwells.

Romans 12:9-21 Love in Action

% Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. ° Be
devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.
' Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the
Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.
Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.4
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. > Rejoice
with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 1 Live in
harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to
associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.!” Do not
repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes
of everyone. 8 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at
peace with everyone. '° Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but
leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; |
will repay,” says the Lord. 2 On the contrary: “If your enemy is
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In
doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” ?* Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

R: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation (10:30 service)

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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P: The Good news of Matthew’s Gospel.
C: Glory To you O Lord!

Matthew 16:21-28 Jesus Predicts His Death

21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the
elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he
must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.? Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This
shall never happen to you!” 23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get
behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not
have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 24
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple
must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. % For
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses
their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to
gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone
give in exchange for their soul? 2’ For the Son of Man is going to
come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward
each person according to what they have done.?® “Truly I tell you,
some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the
Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

P: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Warren and Susan Bowery are originally from
Wheeling, WV, and have been married 41 years. They have
been members of St. Mark’s since 2012. Warren is a retired
band, choir and music teacher, and directed 36 high school
musicals during his career at Ottoville Local Schools. At St.
Mark’s, he served on church council for six years and as
council president for two. Warren leads a worship service at
Homestead at Towne Center Assisted Living bimonthly. In
his spare time, he plays tenor sax with the Van Wert Area
Community Concert Band. Warren and Susan reside in
Middle Point.

CHURCH SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2026
WARREN BOWERY, MEMBER MINISTER
9:30 a.m.  Worship Service
9:40a.m.  Noah’s Park
WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m.  Biggby Bible Group
6:00 p.m.  Choir Kick-off in the Gathering Place
6:30 p.m. Brothers & Brews
THURSDAY
6:00 p.m. Cornhole
6:30 p.m.  Sisters & Sips at Mi Ranchito
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2026—KEVIN TAYLOR,
MEMBER MINISTER

8:00a.m.  Worship Service
9:15a.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal
10:00 a.m.  Worship Service

10:10 a.am.  Noah’s Park

THE ALTAR FLOWERS
are given to the Glory of God

ASSISTING MINISTERS THIS WEEK

Worship Assistant.......... Cary Roehm
Greeters.....ccoovvveveieeeene Bob Evans

LEeCtOr ..o Denny Wagonrod
Acolyte.......cccooveveieenne, Emmalynn Conley

Thank, you: Please accept our sincere thanks for the $1300.000
donation that your church has so generously given to The Salvation
Army. Please know that it is with thankful hearts that The Salvation
Army received donations from the many supporters of God’s work.
Your contribution will allow The Salvation Army to continue helping
the need in our community. God Bless You! Majors Deborah & Henry
Weigner, Van Wert Corps Officers.

Bread and Bow!| VVolunteers needed Friday, September 4. A
sign up sheet is on the Dream Board.
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